Residential Construction: Building A Future One Home At A Time
Although high school students building their seventeenth Habitat for Humanity home is a story
worth sharing, it is the journey of the new homeowner, Hsar Pwe Doh and his wife that makes a
person take pause and appreciate the saying, “There is no place like home.” Below is Hsar Pwe
Doh’s first-hand heartwarming story of hardship, uncertainty and sacrifice that ends with a new
beginning in Meridian, Idaho.
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On August 3rd the Doh/Soe family received the keys to their new house at the Home Dedication
Celebration. This is West Ada School District’s 17th year in partnership with Boise Valley Habitat
for Humanity giving students the opportunity to learn constructions skills in the best way
possible, by building an actual house. The group of students who help construct these homes
represent all five big comprehensive home high schools in the district and are in their second

and third year of Residential Construction--a Career and Technical Education (CTE) three-year
high school elective program. To participate, students leave campus and go to the construction
site for two periods, every other day throughout the school year. Students earn graduation
credits as well as learn viable construction skills. They work alongside members of the selected
family and other community volunteers. The collective sweat equity of the volunteers make the
home affordable for the receiving family who has never owned a first home. Students who
worked on the Doh/Soe home, worked under the guidance of veteran CTE instructor Greg
Grove and Habitat crew leaders Sharon Smotherman and Lee Klosterman. These Residential
Construction students not only learned how to build a solidly constructed house they also
learned the value of having a place to call home.
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