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English 101 Outcomes Assessment Essay: Progress

Spring 19

To some people, argument means a heated disagreement between two people, but that isn’t the only kind
of argument, nor is it necessarily the most productive type of argument. Academic arguments aren’t
necessarily trying to find the “right answer.” In fact, academics like to choose topics where there isn’t one
specific right answer. We choose topics that are messy, and our purpose is to come up with the best
possible answer/solution/position. To prove our point, we use reason and support in an attempt to
persuade people holding a broad range of opinions. We pull ideas from the work of others to help make
our argument and present that argument in a logical manner, including counter arguments to show the
depth of our understanding of the topic.
In preparation for this essay, you will read/view a series of texts and participate in class discussions about
the assignment. You will then use information from the texts and discussions as well as your own
observations, experiences, critical thinking, and writing skills to try to get your audience to agree with
you or at least see your point.
Audience
• You have an academic audience for this paper. That means you are trying to persuade teachers
and students.
• You are encouraged to include personal experience in addition to the sources to support your
argument; therefore, first-person pronouns are permitted.
• In most academic arguments, second-person and plural first-person pronouns (you, your, we) are
too informal, so use third-person pronouns instead. For example, “You/We tend to think of
progress…” could instead be “Most American Millennials think of progress…”
Introduction:
Americans tend to believe in progress, moving forward and improving quality of life through economic
development, scientific innovation, social change, and technological advancements. For this essay, we
are going to look at current discussions about progress in America and its function in our culture.
Assignment:
Identify an idea about progress, then use the given sources, along with your experience and observation,
to argue your stance on the idea.
For example, you could take a stance on one of these questions:
• Do we need to define technological progress in new ways?
•

Is it possible to sustain our recent rate of innovation and advancement in medicine?

•

How do we make decisions about what is more valuable when progress in environmental contexts
creates problems in agricultural contexts?

•

What should count as progress in education?

The OA Essay must—
• Include a bibliography or works cited page in addition to at least four pages of text
• Include at least six in-text citations including summary, paraphrase, and direct quotation
• Cite at least two of the given sources. You should not do additional research for this assignment.
Assignment Tips
One potential approach is to take a clear stance on one of the ideas in the listed sources: agree, disagree,
agree with some reservations, disagree with some reservations, etc. You could then use a second source to
help support your argument or introduce a counterargument.
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We also strongly recommend narrowing your focus to a particular context, such as social or scientific
progress—the groupings of sources below can help with this.
According to They Say, I Say by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein, the following templates can help
articulate your opinion.
•

In discussions of X, one controversial issue has been __________. On the one hand, ________
argues ________. On the other hand, __________ contends ________. Others even maintain
________. My own view is ________.

•

X’s claim that ________ rests upon the questionable assumption that _____. Instead of believing
X’s claim, I argue that workers should _______.

•

By focusing on ____________, X overlooks the deeper problem of __________. The real
problem with progress in America is __________.

•

X’s theory _________ is useful because it sheds insight on the difficult problem of _________. If
X’s theory is applied to progress in America, the solution is _________.

•

Although I agree with X up to a point, I cannot accept their overall conclusion that __________.
Instead, I argue __________.
Source List

General
•

“The Quest for Imperfection” by Joel Friedrich http://www.theeuropean-magazine.com/joergfriedrich--2/6875-the-ideology-of-progress

•

“The Great Stagnation” by Tyler Cowen https://youtu.be/_93CXTt2K7c

•

“Is ‘Progress’ Good for Humanity?” by Jeremy Caradonna https://www.theatlantic.com/business/
archive/2014/09/the-industrial-revolution-and-its-discontents/379781/

•

“Is the World Getting Better or Worse? A Look at the Numbers” TED Talk by Steven Pinker
https://www.ted.com/talks/
steven_pinker_is_the_world_getting_better_or_worse_a_look_at_the_numbers

•

“23 charts and maps that show the world is getting much, much better” by Dylan Matthews
https://www.vox.com/2014/11/24/7272929/global-poverty-health-crime-literacy-good-news

Technology
•

“Digital Readiness Gaps” by John B. Horrigan http://www.pewinternet.org/2016/09/20/digitalreadiness-gaps/ *Note: The first page of this report is sufficient, but writers are permitted to use
the full report.
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•

“Who is Getting Left Behind in the Internet Revolution?” by John Bohannon http://
www.sciencemag.org/news/2016/09/who-getting-left-behind-internet-revolution

•

“Learning to Work with Robots” by Molly Kinder https://foreignpolicy.com/2018/07/11/learningto-work-with-robots-automation-ai-labor/

•

“A Future Where Everything Becomes a Computer Is as Creepy as You Feared” by Farhad
Manjoo
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/10/technology/future-internet-of-things.html

Social Progress
•

“Social Progress” by Daniel Little http://understandingsociety.blogspot.com/2010/06/socialprogress.html

•

“The Risky Politics of Progress” by Jonathan Tepperman http://www.ted.com/talks/
jonathan_tepperman_the_risky_politics_of_progress?language=en

•

“What the Social Progress Index Can Reveal About Your Country” by Michael Green http://
www.ted.com/talks/
michael_green_what_the_social_progress_index_can_reveal_about_your_country?language=en

•

Social Progress Index
http://www.socialprogressimperative.org/global-index/

•

“What Everyone Should Know About America’s Diverse Working Class” by Alex Rowell https://
www.americanprogressaction.org/issues/economy/reports/2017/12/11/169303/everyone-knowamericas-diverse-working-class/

•

“The Quest for Schools that Work: Conversations with David Brooks, Tavis Smiley, and Diane
Ravitch” by Jeffrey Overstreet, Hannah Notess, and Greg Fritzberg http://spu.edu/depts/uc/
response/new/2012-spring/features/the-quest-for-schools-that-work.asp

•

“Extensive Data Shows Punishing Reach of Racism for Black Boys” by Emily Badger, Claire
Cain Miller, et. al. https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/03/19/upshot/race-class-white-andblack-men.html

Medicine
•

“Winnable Battles Final Report” Centers for Disease Control
https://www.cdc.gov/winnablebattles/report/docs/winnable-battles-final-report.pdf

•

“Survey Finds that Americans Value Mental Health and Physical Health Equally” American
Association for Suicide Prevention
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https://afsp.org/survey-finds-that-americans-value-mental-health-and-physical-health-equally-2/
•

“Is Mental Health Declining in the US?” by Edmund S. Higgins
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/is-mental-health-declining-in-the-u-s/

•

“Drugs, Brains, and Behavior: The Science of Addiction” by Nora Volkow
https://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/drugs-brains-behavior-science-addiction/preface

•

“Americans are Dying Even Younger” by Olga Khazan https://www.theatlantic.com/health/
archive/2018/11/us-life-expectancy-keeps-falling/576664/

Science
•

“The Next Green Revolution” by Tim Folger
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/foodfeatures/green-revolution/

•

“Clean Air Act Overview” Environmental Protection Agency (each link jumps to a bulleted
summary)
https://www.epa.gov/clean-air-act-overview/progress-cleaning-air-and-improving-peopleshealth#interstate

•

“The Insect Apocalypse is Here: What does it mean for the rest of life on Earth?” by Brooke
Jarvis https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/27/magazine/insect-apocalypse.html

•

“What’s New in the Latest US Climate Assessment” by Brad Plumer and Henry Fountain https://
www.nytimes.com/2018/11/23/climate/highlights-climate-assessment.html?module=inline

English 101 Outcomes Assessment Policies and Procedures
The OA Essay
This essay counts towards your course grade, but it also is the Outcomes Assessment (OA) essay.
The CWI English Department uses the OA essay to assess student proficiency across sections.
The process is explained in detail in the Outcomes Assessment Policy section of your course
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syllabus. This assignment serves as the Written Communication Signature Assignment for
this course.
Writing the Essay
This essay must be exclusively your own work and an original essay for this assignment, not a
former work tailored, recycled, or revised to meet this assignment. You will be taking the essay
through the process that your instructor suggests, which may include prewriting assignments,
drafts, revision, and peer workshops. All process materials must be submitted to your instructor
on the day you submit the OA essay. In your essay, you should support your ideas by referring to
the readings given, your own experience, observations, or acquired knowledge. You should not
do additional research for this assignment.
Format
The essay must be a minimum of four pages, double-spaced, plus a works cited or references
page. Use Times New Roman and font size 12; set all margins at 1 inch. Pages should be
numbered. You must not have your name or your instructor’s name anywhere on the essay. Your
instructor will assign a code, which should appear in the top line of your heading where you
would normally type your name.
Sample heading for Outcomes Assessment Essay
Letter-Number Code (example: QR13)
English 101
Outcomes Assessment Essay
Spring 2019
Title of the Essay

How is the Outcomes Assessment essay graded?
Your instructor will grade your essay for the course. Your instructor will also assess your work in
the course as a whole and rate it as proficient (P) or not proficient (NP) in terms of the course
objectives.
At least one other English instructor will read and evaluate your Outcomes Assessment essay.
This instructor will determine whether this specific essay demonstrates proficiency in the course
objectives.
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Assessment Criteria
Readers will evaluate your essay based on the following course outcomes:
• Write thesis-driven, analytic essays for an academic audience
• Demonstrate rhetorical awareness through use of structure, paragraphing, voice, and tone
• Evaluate, analyze, synthesize own ideas and the ideas of others
• Read critically for inquiry, learning, thinking, and communicating
• Make basic but effective use of sources in an academic documentation format, including
in-text citation and a bibliography
• Demonstrate awareness of grammar and usage conventions in academic writing
Plagiarism or academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and will result in a failing grade for
the course.
Checklist for the 101 Outcomes Essay:
___Did you check your citations against a style guide?
___Did you use the heading above?
___Did you double-space the essay?
___Did you use Times New Roman and font size 12?
___Did you number the pages of each final draft?
___Have you made sure that neither your name nor your instructor’s name is on your final draft?
Remember that you must submit your OA paper in two ways:
1. Upload the final draft to the OA website: http://englishoa.cwidaho.cc
2. Turn in process work and final draft to your instructor according to their
requirements, which will also include submitting the OA essay to your General
Education Portfolio as the Written Communication Signature Assignment.
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*If you do not turn in your Outcomes Assessment Essay at the time specified by your
instructor, you will fail the course.
Submitting Outcomes Assessment Essays On-Line
1. Before you attempt to upload your OA essay, make sure it is saved in one of the file formats
the on-line OA system accepts: the system will accept Microsoft Word 2003 files (doc),
Microsoft Word 2007-2013 files (docx), or Rich Text Format files (RTF). If you use a word
processor other than Word, use your program’s “Save As” function to save your essay file as
RTF.
2. You may name your file anything you wish, but you will need to find it easily in order to
upload it.
3. Open a web browser (you can use Internet Explorer, Chrome, or FireFox) and point it to
http://englishoa.cwidaho.cc. Your username is your student ID number with any initial zeroes
dropped (074325 should be entered as 74325), and your password is your eight-digit
birthdate (put zeroes in front of single-digit months or days. Example: 01271991).
4. Click the “Browse” button to the right of the File Name field. Use the standard Windows
navigation dialog that will appear to find the file you saved in step 1 above. Select the file
and then click the “Open” button in the lower right corner of the dialog.
5. When the file name appears in the File Name field, click the “Submit OA Essay” button. It’s
just below and to the left of the File Name field.
6. The system will upload your file, prepare it for reading, clear the screen, and show you a
receipt for your submission. You may choose to print the receipt if your instructor asks you
to. Generally, there is no need to print it, however.
7. Click the “Log Out” button, and you’re done. Check with your instructor for the results of the
Outcomes Assessment reading.
Notes:
• If you need to save your essay as RTF, open your essay file in your word processor and
click “Save As.” You can usually find this function under the “File” menu heading in
Windows programs. When the Save As dialog appears, change the “Save As Type”
dropdown to “Rich Text Format.” The “Save As Type” dropdown is usually directly
below the file name field in Windows programs. The word processor will automatically
change the file extension to RTF, which means you shouldn’t have to change your file
name. Click “Save” to complete the conversion.
• If you select a file with a type other than doc, docx, or RTF, the system will present a
warning message to the right of the File Name field. It will not let you upload a file until
you select a file of one of the allowed types. If this happens, click the “Browse” button
again and select an acceptable file.
• You do not need to be on campus to submit your essay. That is, the on-line Outcomes
Assessment system is accessible from any computer with Internet access.

